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SLIDESHOW 07 - REMAINING STEPS

This presentation describes the work left to finalise the Plan for submission and the 
steps that will follow that

file:///F:/Holiday Files - Neighbourhood Plan/Presentation Suite/Introduction & Navigation.pdf
Людмила
Text Box
LINK INACTIVE




TABLE OF CONTENTS – PART 2: GENERAL POST-CONSULTATION UPDATE

2

Remaining steps: SEA & HRA

Remaining steps: final reviews

Remaining steps: final submission to examination

Remaining steps: post-examination

Remaining steps: post-referendum

Click on the buttons to navigate to any 
section without viewing the entire 
presentation
Click on the blue home button to return to 
this contents list from any page

Links to other presentations

THE PLAN’S GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES

PLAN TIMELINE & FUNDING

UPDATED POLICY 
SUMMARIES

CONSULTATION 
COMMENTS & RESPONSES

POST-CONSULTATION 
STUDIES

file:///F:/Holiday Files - Neighbourhood Plan/Presentation Suite/Introduction & Navigation.pdf
STNP Work Group
Note
Clicking on any of these links will open one of the other slide-shows in a new window, providing you have downloaded the full set of files and saved them all in the same place on your device
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REMAINING STEPS: SEA & HRA
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Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA):
➢ Stage 3: Assessment of the selected development option (70 houses on 9 sites) against 

the policies of the draft final Plan;
➢ Conclusion on the environmental acceptability or otherwise of the Plan;
➢ 6-week public consultation on the final SEA report

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
➢ Verification assessment of the draft final Plan
➢ 3-week consultation with Natural England only
➢ Breckland Council to verify the HRA is legally compliant

Any of the above steps may result in a requirement to update Plan 
policies
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Note
It is not the purpose of an SEA to identify the best possible option for development.

Instead it highlights the relative merits of a number of options, in terms of meeting environmental objectives, and determines if the final option selected is acceptable in environmental terms

STNP Work Group
Note
In the same manner as for Plan consultation, all comments received on the SEA report must be assessed and responded to. We will do that in conjunction with the specialist consultants who prepare the report

STNP Work Group
Note
To evaluate any potential impact on designated environmental sites and advise if any policies changes are required to mitigate any harmful impact identified
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REMAINING STEPS: FINAL REVIEWS
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Health check of the Plan, by Intelligent Plans Ltd
➢ This will be a ‘dummy run’ of the actual Plan examination
➢ Its recommendations will be reviewed and implemented where appropriate

Final review of all documents by policy consultant
➢ Our consultant, Rachel Hogger, is extremely thorough, so this will be the key review

Regulatory review of the Plan and Basic Conditions and Consultation 
Statements by Breckland Council
➢ Although a non-obligatory step this should help avoid / minimise comments during the 

formal submission consultation

Any of the above steps may result in a requirement to update Plan 
policies, or documents that support the Plan
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REMAINING STEPS: FINAL SUBMISSION TO EXAMINATION
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Request for Parish Council to formally approve submission of the Plan
Formal Regulation 15 submission of the Plan to Breckland Council
Council makes internal checks that the Plan is acceptable for submission
Breckland Council formally publish the Plan and organise and publicise a 
6-week consultation
Comments are returned to Breckland Council who send them 
(unmodified) to the appointed independent examiner at the close of the 
consultation
The Plan is examined and a report of the examination prepared
The report declares if the Plan can go to referendum:
➢ If so, that may be on condition of first implementing recommended changes
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Note
This may be delayed depending on the continuance and  nature of any COVID-19 restrictions at the time of submission



Consultation cannot go ahead until social distancing guidelines allow people to visit Breckland Council's office, and/or a public venue in the village, such as the WCCC,  should they wish to view paper copies of the Plan, the Basic Conditions Statement and the Consultation Statement

STNP Work Group
Note
We will have a say in which examiner is appointed. Breckland Council must suggest 3 candidates, but we will have the right to veto any or all of them



STNP Work Group
Note
Neither Breckland Council nor the Neighbourhood Plan group makes any response to comments

The examiner takes them into account during his review of the Plan but does not make specific, individual responses to them

New comments on aspects of the Plan unchanged from the previous consultation are unlikely to be considered 

STNP Work Group
Note
The examiner may wish to clarify certain things in advance of undertaking the examination, which is expected to take around 2 months

Unlike a Local Plan, examination does not review a Neighbourhood Plan's policies for 'soundness', but instead decides if they meet the 'basic conditions' (i.e. the fundamental regulatory requirements). This is both an advantage and a drawback, in that it gives an examiner flexibility but also the opportunity for interpretation of the regulations

STNP Work Group
Note
No two examiners will have the same opinion of every issue, so it is difficult to predict which topics, if any, may be seen as contentious.

While it is possible to challenge an examiner's  conclusion that a policy requires amendment, that is a long process, as Swanton Morley found when they did that, and it delayed their referendum by more than a year 

STNP Work Group
Note
It is difficult to be precise about a timetable of events after we make a Regulation 15 submission of the Plan to Breckland Council:

a) Even in normal circumstances, after Plan submission, the timing of events is outside our control, and dependent on how long Breckland Council and the Plan examiner take for each step;

b) Timing is made even more uncertain by the present COVID-19 restrictions (as at early May 2020). These mean that a 6-week consultation on the final plan cannot start until social distancing guidelines are sufficiently relaxed or removed to allow anyone who wishes to view paper copies of the Plan and its key supporting documents at the Breckland Council office and/or a public village venue (e.g. the WCCC)
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REMAINING STEPS: POST-EXAMINATION
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In theory, Breckland Council may implement the examiner’s 
recommendations without reference to the PC or NP group
In practice, we expect this to be  done in conjunction with the NP group, 
who would involve the PC as necessary
After any Plan updates are made, Breckland Council organise and 
publicise a village referendum and publish a final version of the Plan 
➢ The referendum question will be: ‘Do you want Breckland Council to use the 

neighbourhood plan for Saham Toney to help it decide planning applications in the 
neighbourhood area?’ The choices will be ‘yes’ and ‘no’

➢ The referendum will be decided by a simple majority among those who vote

If the ‘yes’ votes are in the majority the Plan will become part of Local 
Development Plan with full force in planning decisions
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Note
The friendly and cooperative relationship we have fostered with the Neighbourhood Planning Coordinator at Breckland Council gives us good reason to think this will be the case

STNP Work Group
Note
it is likely the referendum will be on 6th May 2021, to tie in with local elections and avoid the expense of a separate event

STNP Work Group
Note
In addition, because of delays COVID-19 restrictions are causing to neighbourhood plans in general, the Government has announced that when a plan successfully passes examination, from that point it will carry significant weight in planning decisions

STNP Work Group
Note
Eligibility to vote will be exactly the same as for any national or local election - i.e. open to all those on the electoral roll with a parish address
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REMAINING STEPS: POST-REFERENDUM
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Celebrate!

Use the Plan to ensure development happens only in the way villagers 
have voted for
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Note
The Plan will be for use by:

Landowners and developers when preparing planning applications. Adherence to all relevant policies of the Plan should normally lead to planning permission being granted

IN THIS RESPECT KEEP IN MIND HOW MANY HOUSES MAY BE BUILT AND WHERE

Planners when assessing planning applications;

The Parish Council when it reviews planning applications;

Villagers and anyone else who wants to comment on planning applications;

Planning inspectors should refused applications be taken to appeal

STNP Work Group
Note
We consider the Plan's policies are sufficiently black and white to avoid misunderstanding or interpretation. 

Planning reviews and decisions should therefore be based strictly on an application's demonstration that it complies with all relevant policies, not just of the Neighbourhood Plan, but also of the Local Plan, and national planning rules
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